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Contest rules 
1. Participants 

 
Contestants will be presented in a group and must be 35 years of age or younger during the year 
2025. Those members of the group who participate in the performance as musicians performing 
any instrument, musician performer of electronic devices: musical or visual, director(s), singers, 
dancers and actors will be considered contestants. 

In the event that any member of the group is over 35 years old, the group may compete as long 
as the sum of its members does not exceed the average of 35 years. For example, 1 group of 3 
members could compete as long as the sum of the 3 members is equal to or less than 105 years 
old. 

 

2. Groups 
 

The groups considered for this competition must have a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 6 
members, and must meet base 1 of this competition. The groups may have any name and may 
or may not be directed. 

 

3. Electronic media, piano and percussion. 
 

Performers of piano, percussion and electronic devices, and/or video projection and lighting, 
must communicate to the organization of the competition the technical specifications they need 
in the concert hall where the competition will be held and that they will be adapted as far as 
possible. In any case, the contestants may provide any other device or object that they require 
and that are not in the ones offered and without this organization or those responsible for the 
room being responsible for it.  

 

4. Works 
 

To participate in this competition, the works submitted by the contestants must meet the 
following requirements: 

- They must present a program with a minimum duration of 15 minutes and a 
maximum of 30 minutes, consisting of one or more works. 

- The instrumentation of the works, as well as the use of technological means or the 
participation of stage artists (base 1), may vary between them, as long as the group 
does not exceed the presentation of 6 contestants during the performance. 

- The work or works that make up the concert program must have been written during 
the last 50 years (repertoire from 1973 to 2025). 
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- The works may not be published and may be premieres.  
 

For this competition, works that correspond to the characteristics of the repertoire written 
between 1973 and 2025 will be admitted. Therefore, repertoires of acoustic music, electronic 
music, electroacoustic music and sound art will be admitted (sound art installations will not be 
able to participate in the competition, only those works that require a live performance of the 
work with at least three performers – base 2).  

All works can be merged with video and/or lighting, provided that the technical capabilities of 
the room allow the correct interpretation of these at the group's discretion (see Technical Sheet  
section on the website). Those works that are mixed arts, that is, that include dance and/or 
dramaturgy, may also participate in the contest. 

 

5. Contest. 
The competition will consist of two phases: 

5.1  First phase.  
The first phase will consist of the selection of a maximum of four groups from among all the 
applications for participation. This phase of the competition will be assessed by two of the 
members of the panel. 

For this selection, the following will be assessed:  

• A curriculum that endorses the group's trajectory 
• An audio recording or also with video and it does not have to be a professional 

recording. 
 

The CV and the recording will be sent together with the application for participation and detailed 
in section 8. Sending documents. 

5.2  Second phase. 
In the second phase of the contest, the selected groups will participate and will consist of the 
interpretation in a public audition of the program sent in the registration, which may be different 
from the recording sent in the first phase or may be the same. The only requirement will be to 
comply with base 4. Works. of these regulatory bases. 

The auditions will take place on Wednesday, February 11, 2026 in the chamber hall of the 
Auditori i Palau de Congressos de Castelló. 

The contestants will perform in this room before the court and it will be open to the public. 

The order of performance, the time of the concert, the time of entry to the dressing rooms, the 
time to carry out the corresponding electronic installations and/or stage assemblies will be 
established by the organization of the contest according to the characteristics of the works 
received, notifying the contestants in advance and sufficient time by virtue of the correct 
development of the event. 
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6. Jury and Evaluation Criteria 
The jury of the contest will be made up of 3 members. The presentation of the jury will be 
made public on the contest website in Re_Cre@ 2026 - FestMus and in the media that this 
organization deems appropriate. 

The organization of this contest will place the utmost trust and respect in their evaluations in 
their real knowledge and understandings.  

Evaluation Criteria for the Second Phase: 
 The jury will evaluate the artistic proposals as a whole, considering the following aspects with 
their weightings: 

BLOCK I: ARTISTIC SOLIDITY (60% of the total score) 

● Quality and Suitability of Musical Performance (20%): Technical precision, mastery of 
the instrument or means, expressive capacity and commitment to the work. 

● Quality and Coherence of the Global Artistic Concept (20%): Originality, clarity and 
strength of the central idea that unifies the proposal. Existence of a solid common 
thread that transcends the mere sum of elements. 

● Integration and Dialogue between Disciplines (20%): Significant and non-decorative 
use of other arts (visual, performing, etc.) or technologies. Degree of interaction and 
feedback between the music and the other elements of the proposal. 

BLOCK II: INNOVATION, IMPACT AND COMMUNICATION (40% of the total score) 

● Innovation and Creativity in the Use of Technological and/or Scenic Media (15%): Use 
of technology as a creative and performative element. Originality in the staging and in 
the approach to the concert format. 

● Stage Impact and Communication with the Audience (15%): Stage presence, use of 
space and ability to generate an immersive experience and connect with the audience. 

● Adequacy and Feasibility of the Proposal (10%): Coherence between the conceptual 
idea and its practical realization. Efficiency in the use of resources to maximize artistic 
impact. 

The decisions made by the jury will be final and irrevocable and there will be no possibility of 
claim. Only the minutes by which the prize will be awarded to the winning group and with the 
evaluations that the panel deems appropriate will be made public. 
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7. Application for participation and payment of registration.  
To participate in the competition, the applicant group must submit a single application for 
participation in accordance with the model found on the website or at the following link: 
Registration form re_cre@ and must be sent to the email re_crea@festmus.com together with 
the proof of payment of the registration (see base 8. Submission of documents) 

The registration fee for the first phase of the contest is €10 for each member of the group. In 
the event of not presenting the proof of payment correctly or of making it for an amount lower 
than the established amount, a period of 2 calendar days will be given to rectify the error, 
otherwise they will be excluded from the contest and without the possibility of refund.  

This registration will be valid for the first phase of the contest and in no case will it be returned 
to the contestants.  

Contestants will make the payment as follows: 

- Bank transfer to account:  
Conservatori Superior de Música de Castelló 
 
IBAN: ES81 2100 2542 6813 0009 1704 

Specifying the concept: Registration phase 1 name of the group. 
 

Only groups that pass the first phase must pay the second registration fee for the concert of the 
second phase. 

Those selected for the second phase will be notified of their participation on January 16, 2026 
and will be able to make the second registration payment until January 20, 2026, inclusive. This 
will be done in the same way and amount (€10 per member of the group) as the previous one, 
specifying in this case in the concept: Registration phase 2 name of the group.  

Important: Contestants must send proof of payment to the email re_crea@festmus.com before 
January 20, 2026, inclusive. 

 

8. Sending documents. 
To complete the registration, groups must send the following documents digitally as explained 
here before January 9, inclusive. 

Candidates must create a single folder with all the necessary documents and send it to the 
re_crea@festmus.com mail  through services such as File Transfer, GoogleDrive or similar. 

Preferably all text documents will be sent in PDF format. The folder must contain the following 
documents: 

● Duly completed registration application. 

● Photocopy of the ID card, passport or residence permit of each member of the group. 
In the event that the group has tax identification, they must also provide a photocopy 
of the document that proves it. 
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● The group's curriculum. 

● Recording of the work or works. (Base 4. and Base 5.1) 

● Copy of the proof of payment of the registration for the first phase of the competition. 

● A copy of the scores of the program they are going to perform. 

● A list of technical needs for the audition. (Lecterns, chairs, speakers, microphones, 
lighting, etc.) 

 
9. Finalists, winners and prizes. 

The competition will Re_Cre@ awarded two prizes in the final phase: First Jury Prize and 
Second Audience Prize. Each one responds to different and complementary assessment 
systems, in order to recognize both the artistic excellence evaluated by specialists and the 
communicative impact perceived by the audience. 

The First Prize will be awarded exclusively by decision of the jury, in accordance with the 
evaluation criteria established in point 6. Jury and Evaluation criteria.  

The tribunal reserves the right not to award any group if it is of its consideration. In no case 
may more than one group be awarded per prize and it will be the responsibility of the jury and 
under its criteria to break the ties, if any. The decision of the jury will be final and irrevocable, 
without the possibility of appeal. 

The Second Prize will be awarded by vote of the audience present in the Final Phase. Each 
attendee will be able to cast a single vote, and the prize will be awarded to the group whose 
interpretation has received the highest number of supports. In the event that the audience 
coincides with the jury's award, this will become the second prize. 

This contest will reward the winning group with two paid concerts and the premiere of a newly 
created work commissioned by the Institut Valencià de Cultura. Paid concerts will have a 
maximum budget of €3,000 gross for each concert. The winners will be responsible for being 
able to manage the collections of these concerts in their own name or in the name of the 
group. 

The first concert will be held within the ENSEMS 2026 Festival. The second concert will be held 
at VIII FestMus and will be held between February and March 2027. 

The work will be commissioned to a composer according to the template of the winning group. 
If it is the case that the composer suggests any change in the template or means, it will be 
communicated to the winning group beforehand, the latter being able to accept or reject the 
changes in the instrumentation and/or means. 

The contest will reward with the second prize, which includes a paid masterclass and a concert 
at the Conservatorio Superior de Música 'Salvador Seguí' in Castelló during the 2026/2027 
academic year, with a budget of € 1000 before deductions. 
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In order to recognize the prize awarded, a diploma accrediting the prize will also be awarded 
to each of the members of the group that is the winner, indicating the edition of the contest 
and the year. Along with this diploma, each winning contestant will be given a certificate 
indicating: the edition of the contest, the year, the names of the members of the jury, the 
name of the winning group and the names of the components. 

10. Waivers, no-shows and substitutions in the Final Phase 

The final phase of the competition must Re_Cre@ be held  in person at the Castellón 
Auditorium. Evaluations by video, recording or any other non-face-to-face modality will not be 
accepted. 

Impossibility of attendance by a finalist. 
The groups selected for the Final Phase must communicate any impossibility of attendance to 
the organization at least 3 calendar days before the date of the contest. Only the following 
will be accepted as justified causes: 

o Serious illness or injury that makes participation impossible (duly accredited by 
a medical report). 

o Serious force majeure: death of a first-degree relative, serious accident or 
circumstances of similar gravity, duly justified. 

o Causes related to strikes, cancellations or transport incidents only when there 
is documentary evidence that they objectively make it impossible to travel. 

The organization will evaluate each case individually and reserves the right to accept or not the 
justification provided. 

Voluntary Waiver and Refund of Fees/Rights 

Any waiver of participation that is not duly justified in accordance with the previous point will 
be considered a voluntary waiver, without the right to a refund of amounts paid or rights 
acquired. 

If the waiver or non-appearance is communicated less than 48 hours in advance, the group 
will not be entitled to a refund of the fee corresponding to the Final Phase. 

In the event of justified causes communicated more than 48 hours in advance, the 
organization may assess the partial or total refund, without this constituting an obligation. 

Substitutions and waiting listIn the event that a finalist group withdraws or is unable to 
participate: 

o The organization may  invite the following group to participate in the Final 
Phase classified according to the scores obtained in Phase 1. 

o The incorporation of a group on the waiting list will depend on the availability 
of time, logistics and adaptation to the contest program. 

Non-appearance on the day of the contestIf a finalist group does not show up at the time 
established for its test without prior notice, it will be automatically declared as a No-show, 
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losing all the rights derived from its participation, without the possibility of claim or economic 
refund. 

 

11. Acceptance of the rules of the competition. 
It is understood that the contestants who make the application for registration to the contest 
accept the bases that regulate it, as well as the indications that the organization suggests for the 
correct realization of the phases throughout the competition. 

By submitting the application for registration, the contestants also renounce any right to TV 
recording, as well as other types of audio and video recordings, or photos that may be made 
during the development of the contest and accept the dissemination of these on social networks 
or in the media and information without right or economic compensation. The organisation of 
the competition will always take into account compliance with Organic Law 3/2018, of 5 
December, on the Protection of Personal Data and guarantee of digital rights.  

The organizations promoting this event reserve the right to modify the conditions of the contest 
whenever they consider it justified. These modifications will be communicated in advance to the 
contestants.  

Any incident can be contacted by email re_crea@festmus.com 
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